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Students 

Student Conduct 

I. Philosophy of Discipline 

Discipline begins in the home with the responsibility of parents to develop a positiv~ 
attitude towards study and behavior. No code established or action taken by school officials 
can be effective without parental acceptance of this primary responsibility. Discipline 
continues in the classroom with the relationship between the teacher and the student. 

The school district is unequivocally committed to the principle that disorderly and 
disruptive behavior should not be pennitted to interfere with the right of other students to 
pursue an education. While most discipline problems should be handled by the teacher, 
student and parent, the Administration and the Board of Education have the responsibility to 
support and maintain the enforcement of discipline within the building. 

All students will be required to conduct themselves at all times in accordance with 
established codes of student conduct. Every reasonable effort will be made to keep students 
within the school's sphere of influence, using suspension and/or expulsion only as a last 
resort. In this connection, students are reminded that: 

1. The exercise of any of the student's rights must be weighed against the rights of 
another individual or group. 

2. No student has the right to disrupt the educational process within a school. 

3. All students will have the right to due process procedures in matters of suspension, 
transfer, and expulsion. 

II. Areas of Responsibility 

A. Board of Education 

The Board of Education holds the certified personnel responsible for the proper 
conduct and control of students while legally under the supervision and jurisdiction 
of the school and charges the Superintendent to see that such responsibility is 
effectively carried out. 
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Student Conduct (continued) 

B. Principal 

The Principal shall implement immediate and necessary procedures and rules to 
render effective the policies of the Board of Education relating to standards of 
student behavior. The Principal may involve representatives of a]I areas of school 
personnel, students, parents and citizens of the community to this end. The principal 
of each school shal1 take. steps to insure that all rules pertaining to the discipline of 
students are communicated on a regular basis to parents and students. 

C. Teachers 

Teachers shall be responsible for the instruction of students in rules and regulations 
of proper conduct, as well as be responsible for proper and adequate control of 
students. The responsibility and authority of any teacher extends to all students of 
Hamden Public Schools under the assigned supervision of the teacher and to other 
students so situated with respect to the teacher as to be subject to the teacher's 
control. 

D. Parents 

Parents shall be expected to cooperate with school authorities regarding the behavior 
of their children. Parents shall be held responsible for the wi1lful misbehavior of 
their children. 

DI. Student Behavior 

Students shall be properly instructed in rules and regulations of acceptable conduct; they 
shall then be responsible for understanding and complying with the standards of behavior 
described therein. Any student who fails to comply with these laws and rules concerning 
student behavior is liable to suspension, exclusion or expulsion. Physical endangerment of 
another student or person shall be treated with especial strictness. 

(cf. 5114- Suspension and Expulsion) 

Legal Reference: 

Policy adopted: 

Connecticut General Statutes 

52-572 Parental Liability for torts of minors. Damage defined. 

June 8, 2004 HAMDEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Hamden, Connecticut 
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Student Conduct 

Student's Rights and Responsibilities 

One of the goals of school systems throughout America is the development in students of an 
appreciation of the democratic way oflife. To achieve this goal the staff, students and parents must 
work cooperatively to avoid the extremes of regimentation and authoritarianism on the one hand, 
and anarchy and irresponsibility on the other. To this end, every student has certain rights and 
responsibilities. The following statements are basic to student-school relationships: 

I. Provided no libelous and obscene expressions are used, and the activity does not disrupt the 
school program, the rights of students with respect to freedom of speech, press and 
assembly will be respected. 

2. The High School will establish a representative student government with leadership elected 
by the students. 

3. All students have the right to an education without regard to race, religion, sex, national 
origin, or disability. 

4. Students may be searched, according to a decision of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, if there are "reasonable grounds for suspecting that the search wiH tum up evidence 
that' the student has violated or is violating either the law or the rules of the school." (Board 
Policy 5145.12). 

5. The right to inspect desks and lockers assigned to students may be exercised by school 
officials to safeguard students and their property and school property with reasonable care 
for the Fourth Amendment rights of Students. (Board Policy 5145.12). 

6. Every member of the school community, including students, parents and staff has the 
responsibility to promote regular attendance, orderly conduct and behavior, freedom from 
fear of insult or injury, and maximum opportunities for learning on the part of each student. 

Discipline 

Most discipline problems should be handled between the teacher, student and parent. While 
discipline is an individual matter, the school district is unequivocaUy committed to the principle 
that disorderly and disruptive behavior should not be permitted to interfere with the right of other 
students to pursue an education. All students will be required to conduct themselves at all times in 
a manner that will be in the best interest of the school and its students. Every reasonable effort will 
be made to keep students within the schools' sphere of influence, using suspension and/or expulsion 
only as a last resort. In this connection, students are reminded that: 
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Discipline (continued) 

1. The exercise of any of the student's rights ceases when it infringes upon the rights of another 
individual or group. 

2. Students are responsible to learn the Board's rules and regulations and conduct themselves in 
accord with them. No student has the right to disrupt the educational process within a school. 

Unacceptable student behavior includes, but is not necessarily limited to: Thefts; obscene 
and/or profane language or gestures; disobedience; unauthorized walkouts or sit-ins; striking 
or assaulting staff members or other students; blaclanail, extortion and threats; unauthorized 
possession of weapons; unauthorized distribution, possession, sale or consumption of illegal 
drugs, alcoholic beverages or tobacco substances; destruction of property; cutting classes or 
school; violation of bus rules; disruption school routine; gross misbehavior, gross insolence or 
disrespect; violation of regulations on smoking and dress; deliberate refusal by students to 
identify themselves to staff unauthorized entrance into any school bui1ding; possession or 
ignition of fireworks or explosive materials; making false bomb threats, etc. 

3. The procedural rights of aJI students wi11 be respected in matters of suspension, transfer and 
expulsion. 

Suspension - the Temporary Removal From the School and/or Program 

I. In School Suspension: Students may simply be excluded from class or activity participation 
by the principal or his designee up to five (5) days when it is felt to be in the best interest of 
the student involved that, although actions warrant suspension, he be kept within the scope 
of the building and program. 

2. Out-Of School Suspension: Students may be temporarily removed from school up to ten (10) 
days when it is felt the interests of the students and the school program would be better served. 

3. Suspension may be invoked provided: 

A. The student has had an opportunity to respond before suspension becomes effective. 

B. Reasonable efforts have been made to notify the student and his parents of the 
reasons for the suspension; notification will be subsequently confirmed in writing. 

C. The student is permitted to make up class work which was not done due to the 
suspension. 
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Suspension - the Temporary Removal From the School and/or Program (continued) 

4. A student who is subject to suspension more than ten (10) times or an aggregate of fifty (50) 
days suspension wil) be scheduled for an inquiry by the Superintendent of Schools who will 
determine any necessary alternatives to the student's status and win recommend a course of 
action to the Board of Education. 

Expulsion 

Students may be removed from the school program and building for a period exceeding ten ( I 0) 
days · or may be removed permanently. Such exclusion will be only by action of the Board of 
Education. In this event, the student is entitled to a formal hearing. For the formal hearing the 
following requirements are to be observed: 

I. Notification of charges in writing. 

2. Sufficient notice of the time and place of the hearing. 

3. An alternative education plan is available (where applicable). 

4. A private hearing, if requested, by student and/or parent 

5. The Board of Education hears the case. 

6. Representation by counsel, if desired, at the student's expense. 

7. Names of witnesses and copies of statements and affidavits of witnesses are available. 

8. The right to cross-examine witnesses in person. 

9. Student's right to testify and produce witnesses on his/her behalf. 

10. A speedy proceeding and decision. 

11. Accurate record of proceeding by stenographer or tape, a copy of which is provided to the 
student, if requested. 

12. If the student is dissatisfied with the results of the hearing, recourse may be had to the 
appropriate State Court. 
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Code of Conduct 

There shalJ be a code of student conduct which shaJI be unifonnly applied throughout the school 
system. It is recognized that enforcement of the code may necessarily differ depending on age and 
maturation level of the student. For this reason, the code is organized in three divisions to reflect 
discipline procedures at the elementary, middle, and high school levels. 

Legal Reference: 

Regulation approved: 

Connecticut Genera) Statutes 

I 0-233 Suspension of Pupils 

C.F. 5114 Suspension and Expulsion 

June 8, 2004 HAMDEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Hamden, Connecticut 
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
DISCIPLINARY OFFENSE RECORD 
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Form 

Report all incidents involving weapons, alcohol, or drugs; all offenses listed in Column 9; 
and school policy offenses that result in either an out-of-school suspension or expulsion. 

DISTRICT OF 
ENROLLMENT: 

SCHOOL OF 
ENROLLMENT: 

INSTITUTION 
CODE: 

PERSON COMPLETING THIS PAGE.· ____________ _ PHONE: { ) ______ Ext. __ 

I. Student Last Name: 

---------------·-
4. Grade: __ _ 

7. Local 8. Dale 9. lncitlcnl 'J.-\. Wcapnn 
Incident of Involved l11volvcmcn1 
ldenlllicr lncidcnl (Only in incident 

rcpor1 111us1 
urluus 
vlotNtiun) 

. 
' 

. . . . . . . -·. . . 

firs1 Name: Middle Initial: 2. Gender: 3. Ethnicity: 

----- ---

5. Date of Binh: __ / __ , __ 
MM DD YYYY 

'JU. Ah.:ohul IU. Numhcr of Victims -
or Drug 
lnvolvcmc:nt 
in lnclt!c:nl Sfudcnl(s) School Non-Scho(JI 

l'crsonnd Personnel 

' 

. 

(F=Female M=Male) (See Code List on reverse side): __ 

6. Student Designation 
(See Code List on reverse side) __ _ 

II. Was 12. Was IJ. Type 14. tducauon 15. Number 111 School 16. Party 
lneiden1 Locallon of Provided Oays Served During Taking 
Rcponcd 10 a of Sanc1lon During Suspension/Expulsion: Ai:tlon 
Local Law lnclilclll (Rtpurt Expulsion Suspcns1011 1:xpu1s10n (StlW 
Enforccnu:nl On School llle;hcsl Only 
Agency'' Property'' Ltvcl Ont) 
(YIN) (\'IN) Only) 


