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The 2nd Pajama Day at Helen Street School will be on Friday, 
December 14th.  PJ Day is a day kids are invited to wear their 
PJs to school to help support kids at Connecticut Children’s Medi-
cal Center. Thousands of children each year spend days or even 
weeks, months, and years in the hospital. PJ Day at Helen Street 
will help raise money to show our support for these brave 
kids!  Each HS student is asked to bring in $1. This money will be 
donated to the Children's Medical Center. We hope that even 
though these kids are sick and have to be in the hospital, we can 
bring some joy and support to them! 

PJ Day for the Kids 
By: Nicole Aguilar 

Did you know that October is the month dedicated to support Breast Can-
cer awareness?  Many organizations and groups raise money during the 
month of October to support this cause.     One group that supports the 
awareness of Breast Cancer is soccer teams. Many coaches give their soc-
cer players pink socks to wear and sometimes teams even play on pink 
fields.  This year Helen Street School supported Breast Cancer by wearing 
pink on October 10th and collection donations from the staff and students. 
We raised over $100! 

Breast Cancer Awareness 
By: Rafael Flores, Tyler Decrisanti, Kanyla Dingle  
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Winter Concert 
By: Imane Saanon 

In Helen Street School, people join chorus and band for fun! 
It includes singing and people performing songs with their 
instrument. The 3rd and 4th grade in the chorus and band 
are performing “Banaha”, “Auld Lang Syne” and lastly, 
“Holiday Lights”.  
 

The 5th and 6th grade chorus, known as the ¨Street Singers¨ 
sing ¨Fruit Cake¨, ¨Seasons of Love¨, and ¨Champion¨ for 
their set list. The band also plays ¨BB Christmas Sleigh 
Bells¨ and ¨We´re On a Mission to Rock¨. The day of the per-
formance is December 11, 2018. 
 

   Ms. Caldwell is the one who teaches Chorus and Mrs. Fer-
ranti teaches those in instrumental band. In the past Mr. Lo-
renzo has played the drums and we have had other guest 
appearances like our Superintendent and a 6th grader´s 
dad. We do hope we have more surprises this year! 

Bullying Needs to Stop 
By: Chloe Barajas and Ay’lahnah Sullivan 

Bullying is an unwanted aggressive behavior 
among students.  This behavior is repeated 
over time and is a real concern in schools. 
 

Instead of bullying, students are taught to help 
each other.  If students are sad, cheer them up 
instead of making fun of them.  If you see a per-
son getting bullied, go up to the bully and tell 
them to stop.  Tell the person to walk away. If 
the unkind behavior continues, assess the 
problem and tell an adult who cares. 
 

Bullying can affect everyone. Those who are 
bullied, those who bully and those who witness 
bullying. Bullying can also affect your mental 
health.  This is why bullying needs to end. 
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Veterans Day 
By: Miguel Flores Ruiz 

In the United States., Veterans Day is on November 11. This 
day is the anniversary of the signing of the armistice, which 
ended the World War I hostilities between 
the Allied Nations and Germany in 1918. 
Veterans are thanked for their services to 
the United States on Veterans Day. We 
have Veterans Day to honor the soldiers 
who sacrificed their life for our country, and 
ones who served the days in terror for our 
country. This is the definition of military 
branches: Military branch is according to 
common standard the subdivision of the na-
tional armed forces of a sovereign nation or 
state of the U.S. The military branches are 
these types of stations: United States Army, United States 
Navy, United States Marine Corps, United States Air Force, 
lastly the United States Coast Guard. In Veterans Day, Vet-
erans get free meals, deals, and sales. Make sure that you 
honor the Veterans on their day. 

Animal of the Month 
By: Jemaya Saunders 

The animal of the month is……well, it starts 
with an “r” and ends with an “x”. You guessed 
it…..the red fox! 
The red fox is the largest of the true foxes. The 
live all across the world in North America, Eu-
rope, Asia, and Northern Africa. This is a very 
populated animal and is not in danger of be-
coming extinct. 
Red foxes eat different types of food every day 
like fruit, berries, and grass. Depending in 
where they live, a large amount of their diet can 
be made up of the different plants or small ro-
dents like mice, rats, squirrels, and others. Red 
foxes are able to adapt to new environments 
really quickly. Since they adapt to the environ-
ment their living in it helps them with their day-
to-day lives. 
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Minecraft 
By: Tyler DiCrisanti and Lucas Mooser 

Minecraft is a survival and creative video game where you 
can mine and build adventures in different place. Some plac-
es are caves, crashed ships, and more spots. You have to 
fight mobs, zombies, creepers, skeletons, evokers, ender-
man, and more. There are so many blocks you can't even 
count them! Plus everything is 3D. You also can make your 
own Redstone experiments, like secret house, to keep out 
other friends from trolling you. There is also day cycles so it 
can snow, rain, and storm. The game is fictional but some 
parts are based off of real life, like using cobblestone, grass, 
blocks, red stone, and more. There are animals like pigs, 
cows, sheep, chickens, llamas, rabbits and more. This game 
can boost kids’ creativity and problem-solving skills. Who 
knew a video game could help with that?? 
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YouTuber Spotlight: Karina Garcia 
By: Ava Morrell & Aniya Thigpen 

Holiday Jokes 
By: Eveanna Gatison and Tyeisha Williams 

Q) What does Santa do when you make a bad pun? 

A)  He gives you a PUNishment!  

 

Q) What do chickens do when they eat too many Christmas cookies? 

A)  They EGGsercise!  

 

Q) Why was Santa dressed up? 

A) He was going to the Snowball.  

 

Q) What is Jack Frost’s favorite movie?   

A) “The Blizzard Of Oz”   

 

Q)  Which one of Santa’s reindeers had bad man-
ners? 

A) RUDolf! 

 

Q)  What do you call Santa when he stopped moving? 

A)  Santa Pause  

 

The Youtuber of the month is Karina Garcia! She has 8,312,827 subscribers. 
That is a lot!  She is famous for her slime videos, challenges, reviews, DIYS 
(Do It YourSelf) and her video blogs. 
 
FUN FACTS ABOUT KARINA GARCIA 

1. She was born on February 8, 1994. 
     2. She is 24 years old. 

3. She was born in California. 
4. She has a twin sister named Mayra Isabel. 
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Starting at center, 
coming in at 6’3” and 223 
pounds, number 34, Auston 
Matthews! 

This 21 year-old and 
plays for the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. He was born on Sep-
tember 17, 1997 in San Ra-
mon, California. Matthews 
was drafted in 2016 and was 
a 1st round pick and the #1 
overall pick.    

Matthews got into 
hockey at an early age after 
their family moved to Scotts-
dale, Arizona. As a child, 
Matthews would go to the 
local ‘Phoenix Coyotes’ 
games so he got into hock-
ey. When he was 12, he 

played in a spring hockey league. His team was  the 
‘Arizona Bobcats’ minor hockey team. 

In 2012, Matthews chose to play for the US 
National U17 team and his game attracted the atten-
tion of ice-hockey fans all over. The next year, he 
scored 55 goals, made 61 assists, and earned 116 
points, playing for the US National U18 team. He 
finished first and broke Patrick Kane’s 2005–2006 
National Team Development Program record of 102 
points. 
After and injury setback and some recovery time, 
Matthews was back on the ice. In the 2014 IIHF 
World U18 Championship he helped the American 
team win the Gold. 

Matthews has won many awards like ‘MVP’, 
‘Top Scorer’, and the ‘USA Hockey Bob Johnson’ 
award. 
Matthews has been off to a fire start in the NHL and 
we’ll see how the rest of his season with the Toronto 
Maple Leafs goes! 

Athlete Spotlight: Auston Matthews 
By:  Kyle Riccitelli 

League. In his career 
he has saved over 690 
goals. He has won 143 
games and lost only 
51 games.  He has 
over 5,000 
passes! His 

number that he proud-
ly wears on his uniform 
is number  1!  

David de Gea is a fa-
mous soccer player 
who plays for Man-
chester United.  David 
de Gea is from Spain 
and was born on No-
vember 7th, 1990. He 
is known to be one of 
the best goalkeepers 
in the world.  He is the 
best in the Premier 

Athlete Spotlight: David de Gea 
By:  Rafael Flores and Julian Magana 
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Thanksgiving was on No-
vember 22, 2018 and we 
will tell you some interest-
ing facts about the holiday. 
 
1. The first ever feast of 
thanksgiving in 1621 lasted 
3 days. 
2. It was because of the 
pilgrims harvesting  in the 
new world that caused 
thanksgiving. 
 

3. On the first Thanksgiving they ate lobster, 
ham, clams, fruit, pumpkin, and squash. 
4. An estimate of 46 million turkeys are killed 
every year for Thanksgiving around the 
world. 
5.Benjamin franklin wanted to make the tur-
key the national bird not the eagle. 
7.Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin’s first meal 
in space after walking on the moon was foil 
packets with roasted turkey. 

Do You want to learn about Hanuk-
kah? Well, if you do, you came to 
the right article! Hanukkah is a Jew-
ish holiday that celebrates the vic-
tory of the Maccabees over the Syr-
ian army. The sacred oil was only 
supposed to last one night but mi-
raculously lasted eight. On the first 
night of Hanukkah one candle is lit 
on the right side of the Menorah, on 
the following night, a second light is 
placed to the left of the first but is lit 
first, and so on, proceeding from 
placing candles right to left but 
lighting them from left to right over 
the eight nights.  

Thanksgiving 
By:  Braulio Miranda and Jake Aguilera 

Hanukkah 
By:  Aniya Thigpen and Ava Morrell 



 8 

Christmas cele-
brates the birth of Jesus 
Christ in the Christian reli-
gions. It is celebrated on 
December 25th every year 
with Christmas Eve on De-
cember 24th. 
There are a lot of traditions 
that come with Christmas. 
Some popular Christmas 
movies are Elf, It’s a Won-
derful Life,  Rudolph The 
Red Nosed Reindeer, How 
The Grinch Stole Christ-
mas, Home Alone and alot 

more! Families also put up a Christmas tree 
and decorate it with ornaments, bake cook-
ies, and most importantly, spend time with 
family and friends! What is your favorite part 
about Christmas? Do you share any of these 
traditions with us?  

 

#1: Black eyed peas, 
greens, and corn-
bread. People say 
that peas are for 
pennies, greens for 
dollars, and corn-
bread for gold. 
 

#2 : Pork. People all 
around the world eat 
pork on New Years 
Eve because they 
say that pork means 
progress. 
 
 

#3: Grapes. People in 
Mexico believe that eating 
12 grapes as the clock 
strikes midnight will give 
you 12 months of good 
luck. 
 

#4: Pomegranates. Well, 
people in Greece don't eat 
them, but they smash 
them onto the wall, and 
the seeds that come out 
symbolize life, and good 
luck. 

Have you ever stayed up late be-
fore? Well, if you have, it was prob-
ably on December 31st. Why is that 
date important may you ask? Well, 
that day is New Years Eve. On 
New Years Eve, people stay up 
very late to celebrate the new year! 
At exactly 12:00 A.M., or midnight, 
people cheer and celebrate the be-
ginning of the new year. 
 

The term ¨superstitious¨ means that 
you believe in things like good luck, 
or ghosts. Well, people eat certain 
foods for good luck. Here are some 
examples of four foods for good 
luck. 

Christmas 
By:  Ava Morrell and Aniya Thigpen 

New Year’s Eve 
By:  Joshua Mele 
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Helen Street School had it’s 2nd annual Trunk or Treat on October 26th. 
Each class had a family car participate to be the ‘trunk’. Students brought in can-
dy donations as part of a spirit day and to help their class’s car with candy. We 
even had a competition among the classes to see who brought in the most can-
dy. Mrs. Hemperly and Mrs. Economopoulos’s class won. 

 

There were all kinds of different costumes from witches and vampires to unicorns 
and fairies. 

 

It was tons of fun with games to play, being with friends, and there was even a 
delicious pizza truck! The pizza truck from Donato’s, owned by a Helen Street 
family, the Buontempos, was there to provide pizza, drinks, and desserts! 

 

Helen Street School likes to do this every year because it makes students, fami-
lies, and teachers happy to see what a small school can do. The hallway is deco-
rated, you get candy, and most of all you have fun! 

Trunk or Treat  
By: Chloe Barajas & Imane Saanon  

Welcome To Helen Street Mr. Thomas  
By: Nicole Aguilar & Julian Magana  

 
 

Helen Street Herald (HSH): Can you explain your program and what your 
role is here at Helen Street? 
Mr. Thomas: The program I am in is a five year program to get my masters 
in education. This year I am at Helen Street as the intern/substitute. 
 
HSH: Do you like it here and do you feel welcome? 
Mr. Thomas: Yes. Everyone is nice to me. 
 
HSH: Where you nervous on your first day here? 
Mr. Thomas: Yes. I was nervous to meet everyone and also nervous about 
my role as a teacher and intern. 
 
HSH: What is your favorite part of your job? 
Mr. Thomas: Being able to meet kids. 
 
HSH: What is your favorite sport and what do you like to do in your free 
time? 
Mr. Thomas: I like football and being able to play outside. 
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The colorful lights are shining 

In the hazel glow 

Sleigh bells ring from above 

The ground white with snow 
 

As the wondrous day arrives 

The ground white and bare 

The beautiful gifts our friends have gave 

Hot chocolate mugs everywhere 
 

Lights are hanging all around 

And you can hear the sleigh bell sound 

As the presents underneath the tree 
Help introduce how wonderful family can be 

Poem of the Month 
By: Kendra Shubert  
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October Students of the Month  
By: Kendra Shubert  

Student of the Month is to recognize the students who are always doing the right 

thing and making positive impacts on themselves, their classmates, and teach-

ers. The month of October was about fairness and being fair.  

Pre-K: Joshua Addison & Itanii Berrios Sepulveda 
 
Kindergarten: Jalen Oglesby & Josiah Rodriquez  
 
1st grade: Nebal Ahmed, Logan Biggs, & Destinee Pressley 
 
2nd grade: Ashton Riddick & Alexander Magana 
 
3rd grade: Jahkel Hampton & Molly McGreevy 
 
4th grade: Rafael Flores-Ruiz & Emily Jerman    
 
5th grade: Tyson Mitchell & Imane Sannon      
 
6th grade: Danny Rodriguez & Tyler Grenet  
 
Gym: Michael Santana 
 
Art: Harmonie Council 
 
Music: Kendra Shubert    
 
Library: Cailyn Santiago  
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November Students of the Month  
By: Nicole Aguilar 

We hope you enjoyed the Helen Street Herald! We have much more in store for you 

with our fantastic fourth, fifth, and sixth graders leading the way by writing crea-

tive and informative articles.  

Mrs. Distasio & Miss Matola 

    

 

Pre-K: Carter Bellino & Daniela Zapata  
 
Kindergarten: Sienna Laguerre, Destiny Clark & Chance Avery   
 
1st grade: Oliver Grandelski, Mason Golett, & Christian Barajas 
 
2nd grade: Alejandra Conner & Codi Leak-Fuller 
 
3rd grade: Noah Jupiter & Tahrajae James  
 
4th grade: Bella Sarcione & Samiya Williams  
 
5th grade: Ava Morrell & Ania Brunson       
 
6th grade: Leslie Aguilar & Faraby Fiaz  
 
Gym: Jaleel Hampton  
 
Art: Jayden Stanley  
 
Music: Khalil Stanton   
 
Library: Alessandra Martinez-Alfaro 

Student of the Month is the time to award students that teachers think really shined in 
that month. This month was about being thankful. The below students were recognized 
for their grateful attitude and personalities in the month of November.  


