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The National Junior 
Honor Society will be 
participating in The 
Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society’s 
Pennies for Patients 
program again this 
year. Pennies for 
Patients is a service-
learning project that 
gives students the 
unique experience of 
working together to 
help raise awareness 
and funds in honor of 
thousands of children 
and adults fighting 
against blood cancers. 
We are asking that 
faculty, students, and parents at HMS join this effort of raising funds to help find cures 
for blood cancers and improve the quality of life for patients and their families. This 
will occur for 3 weeks and begins on Monday, January 14th and will end on Friday, 
February 1st. 
 
1. The winning homeroom will receive a Pasta Party catered by Olive 
Garden. This includes the online contributions as well as in-class 
contributions. 
 
2. The team who collects the most money will be treated to an ice-cream 
party. We will add up all the homeroom totals to determine which team 
raised the most. 
 
Thank you so much for your support, together, we hope we can reach our 
school goal of $2019.  If you have any questions please feel free to contact us. 
 

By: HMS National Junior Society 2018-2019 

FUNDRAISER ALERT!!! 
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My number one favorite series of 
2018 was Throne of Glass by Sarah 
J Maas, and I rate it a 10/10. I 
highly recommend it to anyone who 
likes Fantasy books. This series 
includes 8 books in total, including 
the prequel. The plot and characters 
of the book are very creative and 
definitely will keep your interest 
throughout the series. This series is 
about an 18 year old assassin, 
Celeana Sardothien, who enters a 
contest to become the King of 
Adarlan’s assassin. As she competes 
to become his champion, many of 
the contestants wind up dead, and 
Celeana takes up the job to find out 
what’s happening to the contestants, 
before she becomes the next target. I 
think that Sarah J Maas did a good 
job keeping my attention with the 
plots of each book and entertaining 
me with her creative characters that 
I enjoyed reading about, because I 
can get easily bored while reading 
any book that doesn’t peak my 
interest right away. Throne of Glass’ 
plot evolves into something more 

and more throughout each book, and what starts to unravel and happen happen toward the 
end of the series is something I did not expect to happen when I first started reading 
Throne of Glass. The characters, plot, and plot twists are what made me love this series 

and enjoy reading 
it so much, and 
that’s why I 
recommend it so 
much! 
 
By: Maisa K.,  

8th grade 

HMS Book Review 
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Who is Mr. Simone? 
Mr. Simone is an 8th grade math teacher on team Domurad. Mr. Simone has been 
teaching at Hamden Middle School for ten years. Along with teaching Mr. Simone has 

coached boys baseball and boys soccer and is 
currently the school newspaper editor and fall 
intramural coordinator. During the 2013- 2014 school 
year Mr. Simone was named Teacher of the Year for 
Hamden Middle School. Mr. Simone was born a 
raised in Setauket, New York. Setauket is a town on 
Long Island. After high school Mr. Simone attended 
Quinnipiac University. He earned a bachelors degree 
in Mathematics and a Masters degree in Middle 
School Education. Mr. Simone also played baseball at 
Quinnipiac University and was named team co-
captain his last two years. Before teaching at Hamden 
Middle School he was a college student and worked 
two jobs. He worked as s Deli meat slicers at Big Y 
and worked at 

Olympia 
Sports. When 

asked about why he became a teacher Mr. Simone 
said, “Compassion, I understand how difficult 
school was for me and I wanted the opportunity to 
help those that struggled like I did.” An interesting 
fact about Mr. Simone is that he tried out for The 
Milwaukee Brewers, a Major League baseball 
team, when he was 17 years old.          
 

                                          By: Anna W. , 8th grader 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Fun Facts 
Mr. Simone Favorites 

 

Food: Tacos al Pastor, BBQ, Deli Sandwiches               TV Show: Sports Center ESPN 
 

Beverage: Water                  Book: The Pout-Pout Fish                  Color: Green  
 

Music: Hip Hop and R&B            Sports Team: New York Giants and New York Yankees 
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Navigator Team Review 

So once a month Team Navigator goes to Mystic Seaport. At Mystic 
Seaport the team gets to participate in trades that the seaports 
offered. Some of the trades include creating ropes for ships, 
woodcarving, and sailing. The students visit and work in their 
apprenticeships six times a year with a goal of making something for 
the 17 foot skiffs (boats). In additions to these trips the students will 

be participating in trips to 
Lake Wintergreen to test 
there boats, explore nature, 
and create plaques for a 
variety of different tree 
species. In addition to the 
trips they will have to work 
independently from their 
classmates for the Hamden 
community.  

 
 By: Adonis S. , 8th grade 
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Honestly, I’m not totally socially awkward. I have friends and I talk a lot. But sometimes I 
don’t have a lot of things in common with other people. For example, if I try to make 
friends with another kid, most of the time, we’ll talk and then realize that we have nothing 
in common, so I’ll never know what to say to the person. 
 

Another issue that I have is that, I’m not a big fan of social interactions with people I’m not 
familiar with. I don’t like to introduce myself to people because I never know what to say! 
Usually I wait for the person to greet me first. Me disliking social interactions was the 
reason why I barely spoke to my classmates in the beginning of the year. But that was 
before I became comfortable around them. 
 

In all, I’m a very self-conscious person. I always think about what people think of me, and 
those things are like my hair, my outfit, how I act, how I look, and what I say. But 
honestly, I don’t think about it that much anymore. And I have sort of gotten over my 
social awkwardness. So if you’re like me, a person who dislikes interacting with unfamiliar 
people and is really self-conscious… then don’t feel alone. I used to feel like I was the only 
kid in my class with this problem. But there are more people who feel the same way. 
People just like you and me. Make an effort to reach out to someone. 
 

By: Anonymous HMS Student 

J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 9  

Being a Sort of Socially Awkward and Self 
Conscious Person 

Who Are You Really? 
Many people are going through what most people call a “stage”. Are you? If not, good for 
you. If you are don’t worry it’s totally normal. Almost everyone goes through a type of 
stage, either its something like dressing in all black or getting into arguments all the time. 
In all the pressure in today’s society that you have to look or act a certain way, you can be 
many things a doer, an athlete, a dreamer, an artist, or anything you can think of. You 
don’t have to find yourself at this moment. It defiantly takes time to find who you truly 
are. When you do remember it has to feel natural, like a second nature. There will be 

obstacles to test if you chose the right one and to see 
if you can keep trying. It’s 100% your choice. So do 
what your comfortable with. Nobody can or should 
change your mind, your decision matters. If you 
need any anonymous advice just write down your 
question and give it to Mr. Simone to give to me. 
Have a great day and go find yourself. 
 

By: Cecilia L., 7th grade 
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Snow Day List 
Top 10 things to do on a Snow Day. 

 

1. No School. 
2. Play video games. 
3. Build forts and have a snowball 

fight. 
4. Drink hot chocolate. 
5. Snowboarding and skiing. 
6. Take a break. 
7. Sleep more. 
8. Do your Homework. 
9. Spend time with your friends. 
10. Play with toys or use your iphone. 

 

People who have snow days do chores, 
watch tv, play video games, watch 
youtube, and play with their pets to pass 
the time during a snow day. The Joy of 
Snow Days are No School!. Go play in 
the snow, have hot chocolate, ski, 
snowboard, sled, have snowball fights, 
building forts, and wear winter boots. 

By: Souta S., 8th grade 

Who is Adonis S. ? 
Adonis is an 8th grader at Hamden Middle School. When he 
grows up he wants to be a Graphic Designer. His favorite 
subjects in school are Math and Science. Something 
interesting about Adonis is that he has a minor obsession 
with Nikki Bella, Ronda Rousey, and Cardi B. 
 

Some of Adonis’s Favorites 
 

Food: Pizza      Color: Red        TV Shows: Empire, The Proud Family      Movie: The Warriors 
 

Sports Teams:  New England Patriots, New York Yankees, and Golden State Warriors 
 

Best friends: McKayla, Izzy, Jazzmin, Skyla, Brianna, Anayah, Aaliyah, Kadin, and Trinity.   
 

Music: Rap and Hip Hop and R&B   Snacks and Drink: Flamin Hot Cheetos, Takis, Cosmic brownie 
spicy sweet chili     

By: Adonis S., 8th grade 
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Students Enjoy A Game Of 
Checkers After Midterm Exams 


