Addition of American Sign Language to HHS World Language Offerings

Rationale for the addition: New studies suggest that visual and spoken languages are biologically equal in the brain, and that they support one another when students, whether deaf or hearing, are exposed to them early on. The addition of American Sign Language to the current world language offerings is due to the graduation requirements that go into effect with the class of 2023. Students who are tactile learners will now have access to a visual language that supports their learning profile. 

Course Description:

American Sign Language (ASL) I is intended for students with little to no experience in sign language. ASL has its own grammar, culture, history, terminology and other unique characteristics. Students will develop their competency across the three modes of communication: interpretive, interpersonal, and presentational. Through communication, students will demonstrate their cross-cultural understandings of Deaf culture. By the end of the year, students will be able to communicate in the target language using words, lists, memorized phrases and simple sentences. The majority of students will be able to perform in the Novice-Low to Novice-Mid range of language proficiency. Students enrolled in this course are expected to participate in the target language activities in class.
Unit Titles








Duration 

Global Citizenship







8 weeks

Myself and my Family







8 weeks

My Preferences







8 weeks

My Activities








8 weeks

School & my Future







8 weeks


Major Topics Covered in Each Unit:

Personal & Public Identities

Family & Communities

Personal & Public Identities

Contemporary Life

Global Challenges

Performance Tasks:

Each unit is comprised of an Integrated Performance Assessment. This assessment includes three interpretive tasks, one presentational, and one interpersonal task.

World-Readiness Standards:
Communication, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, Communities

Textbook and Major Resources

Liveprint.com, Master ASL (Level one)

