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TTrriiaall  PPllaacceemmeenntt  ffoorr  DDiiaaggnnoossttiicc  PPuurrppoosseess  
  

The purpose of such placements is to assess the needs of a student for whom special education 
and related services may be necessary, but for whom the evaluation study is either inconclusive 
or the data insufficient to determine the student’s IEP.  A diagnostic placement is a structured 
program of not more than eight weeks duration. 
 
The following steps are implemented in our District when the District has a student in a 
diagnostic placement: 

 
1. The PPT specifies, in writing, the diagnostic goals and objectives, as well as the types 

and amounts of services needed to conduct the program to determine more conclusively 
the student’s needs. 
 

2. The PPT meets at least once every two weeks with personnel working with the student 
to discuss the student's progress and to revise, where necessary, the services being 
provided. 

 
3. The PPT decides whether the student's time is divided between the diagnostic program 

and another program, or the student may be placed in the diagnostic program full time. 
 

4. A diagnostic program shall be terminated as soon as the student's needs have been 
determined, but in any event within eight weeks. 

 
5. Five school days before the end of the diagnostic program, the PPT will re-convene and, 

if required, write the student's IEP based on the findings made during the diagnostic 
placement as well as other evaluative information regarding the student. 

 


