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FEBRUARY 2022
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

14B

School Spirit
Wear Red for
Valentine’s Day

After-School Programs
Annie Jr.
Student Council

HMS School Climate
Committee
(2:45-3:45 p.m.)

15A

Signs of Suicide Lesson
Team Coggins

After-School Programs
Jazz Band
Rainbow Club
Mock Trial

16B

After-School Programs
Korean Club

17A

EARLY DISMISSAL
12:00 p.m.

Professional Development
(12:45 p.m.-3:45 p.m.)

18B

Last Day for the NJHS
LLS Fundraiser

After-School Programs
Annie Jr.

21

No School
Winter Recess

22

No School
Winter Recess

23A

NJHS Applications Due

After-School Programs
Annie Jr.
Divide & Conquer Math
Club
Korean Club
Student Newspaper GGG

24B

After-School Programs
Ski & Snowboard Club
(2:45-8:00 p.m.)

25A

After-School Programs
Annie Jr.

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL IS NOW WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15, 2022.
Reminder: If you are picking up your child earlier than regular dismissal time, please arrive before 2:15 p.m.

HONOR ROLL
Congratulations to our students exceeding academic expectations! Students who earn all As receive the
distinction of High Honors. Students who earn all As and Bs are recognized as Honor students. Finally, we
pay tribute to all students who earned As and Bs with only one C; these students earn Honorable Mention.

Hamden Middle School
Marking Period 2

(November 8-January 26)

Grade 7 Honor Roll Grade 8 Honor Roll
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https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1644761400/hamden/l9uhbxlihfha7b2idvib/HMSQuarter2HonorRoll_2021-2022-7thGrade.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1644761430/hamden/xk38wzwmxu5ymilp6jig/HMSQuarter2HonorRoll_2021-2022-8thGrade.pdf


BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Our community is celebrating Black History Month in many ways. Sharing
information through our morning broadcast has become a tradition at HMS.
Members of the faculty prepare and present messages on the morning
announcements. Students learn about historical figures, as well as current
leaders who make our country a better place for all.

We invited parents to join us this year. Ms. Nicqueva Haughton, also known
as Vayda’s mom, spoke to students on Tuesday morning. Her message of
respect and appreciation had a positive impact on our community. She also
challenged everyone to spread kindness through compliments. She
reminded us that Black History Month is a time to honor the people who
made an impact on our history, but it is also a time for the younger
generation to consider how they will make a positive impact on the world.

We know it may be challenging to join us early in the morning, but if you are interested, please contact
Michelle Coogan at mcoogan@hamden.org or 203-407-7131. Interested parents should:

● Prepare an announcement and share it in advance with Principal Coogan.
● Identify a February date to visit HMS.
● Arrive at school by 7:45 a.m. Help greet students and “go live” on the morning announcements at

8:05 a.m.
Parents can leave immediately following the broadcast program. We strongly encourage all parents to
consider this opportunity. We know our students will love seeing members of their family joining our
celebration.

NJHS: COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT  (FINAL WEEK)
Hamden Middle School is proud to support The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS). LLS is a group that
works really hard to help people who get sick with blood cancer get better through a community event called
“Light the Night”. We are collecting donations for LLS, and we are in the final week of this community
service project. Each homeroom has a collection page to document donations as a team, and you can even
set up an online giving page so your family and friends can support you by donating to LLS. Here at
Hamden Middle School we always strive to help others, and we’ve set a goal to raise $2022 to help cure
blood cancers and support patients in our community with LLS. We know we can hit that target when we all
do our part. Let’s do this, HMS!

TRANSITION TO HIGH SCHOOL
A Message from Daniel Cocchiola, Coordinator of CCP and Director of HECA
Teacher recommendations are complete, and Course Selection for Rising 9th graders is upon us. On
Monday (2/14), your children will receive a lesson on how to select their courses in the portal. On Monday
afternoon we will open the portal for parents, and give parents through February break to look through our
course catalog and make some decisions about what electives to choose. To see the lesson your children
will receive, and to prepare yourselves, see here. Parents can also view a 17-minute video prepared early
this month, here.
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mailto:mcoogan@hamden.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uHNLfoGdVu8M2EGOlpdgL-wV9c1UzkPvsVobffngV-E/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hw11scu3PMy0Ulvf9t-2V_EBtHJcYyKM/view?usp=sharing


HHS: HAMDEN ENGINEERING CAREERS ACADEMY (HECA)
Applications for HECA will open on February 15th. See the program description here. Please review
the letter below from Mr. Cocchiola.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uOHTMmLJ7uomSBANHqn_ycVM6zoyr-DW6Jc2OSJQeKY/edit?usp=sharing


TOWN HALL MEETINGS
Last week, school administrators met with all students at HMS through Town Hall Meetings. Each House
scheduled a time to visit Ms. Coogan (HMS principal), Ms. Coffey (Grade 8 Assistant Principal), and Mr.
Ortiz (Grade 7 Assistant Principal) in our auditorium. Ms. Coogan welcomed students and shared some
reasons that families choose to live in Hamden. While there are many reasons, it seems that most folks
believe our diversity is our greatest strength. Ms. Coogan couldn’t agree more. She stated that working and
learning in a diverse community is an asset, and we are fortunate to be members of the HMS team. Ms.
Coogan continued to explain that being members of a diverse community also means we have
responsibilities to take care of each other. Together, the administrators reviewed expectations to ensure all
students are positive members of the school community. Students heard the following messages:

● Words are powerful, and we must think before we speak, write, or post information. It is important to
consider the intent of your message, but also the impact it might have on others. We identified that
words can hurt, especially if they are putting down someone based on their identity.

● Social media is a great tool, but it must be used responsibly. Be mindful of what you post, as well as
what you follow and like. Everyone has a digital footprint, and this footprint is a reflection of you. As
middle school students prepare for the future, we encourage all to consider their existing footprint
and to be sure it is something they would like their grownups and others to see. We also asked
students to promote our school in a positive manner (Check out hms_dragons on Instagram). We
also explained that we are tired of the shade! Don’t bring our school down with negativity.

● HMS promotes positive behaviors through our Dragon PRIDE PBIS program. We reviewed the
expectations to be PRESENT & PREPARED, RESPECT EVERYONE, INSIST ON SAFETY,
DETERMINED TO BE YOUR BEST, and ENGAGE IN THE COMMUNITY. Check out the following
posters to better understand the expectations.

Being members of a diverse community, we must lead by example. We are proud to be a part of the HMS
team. Our students make us smile each day, and we want the best for them today and into the future. Town
Hall Meetings is one way we can share a message with each other. #DragonStrong
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Our student actors are diligently practicing every
Monday, Wednesday and Friday in preparation for
their performances of Annie Jr. We are so
impressed with their commitment. Please be sure
to save these dates in your calendar.

Friday, May 6th at 8 p.m.
Saturday, May 7th at 1 p.m. & 8 p.m.

You don’t want to miss this show!

HMS PTA UPDATES
1.) PTA Executive Board Positions are open for the 2022-23 academic year. If you are interested in

getting involved and serving as the PTA President, Vice President, Treasurer, or Secretary, please
email hamdenmiddlepta@gmail.com.

2.) Save the Date: Our next meeting will take place on Tuesday, April 26th at 6 p.m.
3.) Special thanks to all who made a donation to the Hoodies for the Holidays. Several students went

home with new gear for the winter months. We also collected some funds that will be dedicated to
helping students in need. It was a wonderful experience for our families to support students in our
school.

4.) We have a suggestion for all parents. Skip cooking dinner next Sunday evening, and order a
delicious family meal from Ixtapa Family Mexican Restaurant located at 2547 Whitney Avenue. Be
sure to mention the HMS PTA, and this local restaurant will make a donation to our community. See
advertisement below:
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HAMDEN HERO
A few years ago, Superintendent Goeler encouraged school leaders to recognize positive members of the
community through his Hamden Hero initiative. Over the next few weeks, we will highlight one of the five HMS
nominees for Hamden Hero.

CHERYL KASPRZYCKI
Hamden Youth Connections Founder

Ms. Kasprzycki is a Hamden citizen who is
determined to make a difference by providing
unique mentorship experiences for our middle and
high school students. She has often heard people
saying, “Our teenagers do not have enough
opportunities to get involved.” Her vision was to
provide after school experiences to connect
students with leaders in the community. Together,
they complete real projects, such as building the
LEGO wall in the HMS Student Center. The
mentors have many skills and talents, such as
carpentry, culinary, and technology. The
professionals are eager to work with students
aspiring to learn more about career opportunities.

We admire Ms. Kasprzycki’s commitment to our
community. She has a “can do” spirit, and she is
ready to take on any challenge, especially if it
supports the young adults in our town. She is
preparing for future sessions, and will be sure to
promote Hamden Youth Connections in all school
communications.

SPRING SPORTS
It is time to register for spring sports at HMS, including baseball and softball. Parents should visit the
Family ID website on the Athletics page of our school website, and enter the necessary information.
Students must have an updated physical to try-out and participate in the season. Physicals must be less
than 15 months old. Our baseball/softball season ends in May 2022; therefore, an updated physical must be
dated from February 2021 or later. In addition, students must be academically eligible to participate.
Parents, if you have any questions regarding spring sport registration, please contact Mr. Rob Mandel at
rmandel@hamden.org.

FOLLOW HMS ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Please follow us on Instagram at hms_dragons. We post daily reminders and recognize our
dedicated staff and amazing students. Information is also posted on FaceBook. Search for our

Hamden Middle School group. Finally, parents can also check us out on Twitter @HMSDragons. Social
media is an excellent communication tool. It is a quick, easy way to stay connected.
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https://www.hamden.org/athletics/sign-up-to-play-sports
mailto:rmandel@hamden.org


FENTANYL AWARENESS
In light of the tragedy that occurred at the Sports
and Medical Science Academy in Hartford, our
public health partners at the Quinnipiack Valley
Health District have provided some excellent
messaging, training, and awareness handouts on
the issue of Fentanyl in the State of Connecticut
and our community. In 2020, there were 1,348
overdoses in Connecticut and Fentanyl was
involved in 85% of these cases. Please stay
informed. Together, we can prevent illness or death
as a result of this drug.
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