HAMDEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Hamden Public School Students Improve Overall Performance on 
2010 State Tests
Results of the 2010 state-administrated Connecticut Mastery Test (CMT) showed a clear trend of improving Hamden student performance in math, reading, writing and science.
"We are extremely pleased with the results" said Board of Education Chairman Michael C. D'Agostino, speaking for the Board.  "There is, of course, more room for improvement and work to be done", he said, "but these results confirm what we have always maintained -- the longer students remain in our school system, the better they perform."

The CMT assesses students on their application of skills and knowledge in the core academic content areas of math, reading and writing in grades 3 through 8 and in science in grades 5 and 8. This year marked the fifth administration of the Fourth Generation CMT, which was first administrated in March of 2006. The March 2006 administration serves as a baseline for examining changes in student performance over the course of the Fourth Generation Tests. Student progress is analyzed as students move from grades 4 through grade 8.

In reading, there was a 20% gain in the percent of current eighth grade students scoring above goal as compared to their scores from 2006 when they were in grade four. This year’s eighth grade students scoring above proficiency in reading increased by 16% over 2006 scores. Similar gains were noted for students in grades four through seven. Grade 3 reading scores, which were of concern last year, increased by 7% in the percent above goal and 6% in the percent above proficiency.

Math showed a 12% gain in the percent of current eighth grade students scoring above goal as compared to their scores from 2006. They also showed an 11% gain in the percent of students scoring above proficiency as compared with 2006 scores. Similar growth was noted in grades four through seven. Third grade math scores which were of concern last year, increased by 9% in the percent of students scoring above proficiency.
Writing showed a 4% gain in the percent of eighth grade students scoring above goal, compared to their 2006 scores. There was no change in the percent of students scoring above proficiency during this time period. Although growth was demonstrated in grade 4 and grade 5, writing continues to be an area targeted for improvement.

Science tests were first administered in 2009 in grades 5 and 8. Increases were noted for the 2010 test in both goal and proficiency scores. In grade 5, the scores for this year’s group of students were 10% higher than last year’s students. Eighth grade science scores increased 11%.
When comparing the CMT results in grade 3 in 2009 to grade 3 in 2010, there was an increase of 9% in math at the goal level. Increases of 6% were noted in the goal scores of reading and writing. For grade 4, math and reading scores showed little change, but there was a decrease in writing scores by nearly 5% at the goal level. Grade 5 scores increased in math, reading and writing with gains of 9% in math, 2% in reading and 8% in writing at the goal level. Gains were also noted in grade 6, with increases of 2% in math, 9% in reading and 3% in writing. Grade 7 scores remained the same in math and reading, but with a 4% decrease at the goal level in writing. In grade 8, scores in math and reading increased by 12% in math, and 13% in reading at the goal level. No significant changes were noted in the writing scores.
The Connecticut Academic Performance Test, (CAPT) assesses academic progress in math, reading, writing and science of students in grade ten. There was a slight increase in writing scores at the goal level. Math and science had slight decreases and there was a decrease in reading scores at the goal level. At the proficiency level, there were small decreases in math and reading. There was a greater decrease in writing. Science scores increased. 
Overall gains may be attributed to three district initiatives. Teachers and administrators have employed data-driven decision making to plan and evaluate learning. Lesson study grants funded by several Teacher Quality Grants in collaboration with Albertus Magnus College have trained teachers on collaboratively developing strong lesson plans. The district is also engaged in the development of curriculum units that focus on critical concepts and skills in the academic areas. Through detailed analysis of the data, we have identified areas which will be a focus for continued improvement in the Hamden Public Schools.
