
 Student Academic Achievement 
  Some highlights… 

District-wide, Hamden students showed greater 
growth in CMT and CAPT scores than the state 
average, with particular improvements in reading 
and writing 
HHS showed up to a 5% increase in students scor- 
ing at or above goal in reading, writing and math 
HMS students showed growth in reading, writing, 
math, and science 
Elementary students also showed good progress. 
Some school-wide examples include: 

At Ridge Hill, Dunbar Hill and West Woods,   
math scores significantly improved  
All grades at Church Street and West Woods, 
demonstrated increases in reading achievement 
Shepherd Glen and Ridge Hill greatly improved 
in writing achievement scores 
The percent of Bear Path 6th graders meeting 
goal increased over 4% in all subjects 
Increases were seen in the percent of Helen 
Street 3rd graders meeting goal in reading and 
5th and 6th graders in writing 
At Spring Glen, the percent of students meeting 
goal increased in reading in grades 4 and 5 and 
in math in grades 4 and 6  
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  Helping Others 
Church St. students raised funds for 
March of Dimes, Relay for Life 
and  Oklahoma Tornado victims 
HHS Salutatorian, Yaffa Fain, ran in 
a charity road race in Washington, DC 
and raised over $4000 to help 
children with terminal diseases 
DECA students raised money for two 
veterans’ charities – The Honor Flight 
Network and The Fisher House  
HPS helped organize the first 
Hamden Road Race using  monies 
from 100 Best Communities for 
Young People award.  Students and 
staff volunteered to help. Proceeds of 
the race were donated to charity 
HPS staff, students and families 
raised thousands of dollars in support 
of our neighbors in Newtown 

 Faculty/Staff  Awards & Recognition 
  Everybody knows our faculty and staff are the best  
  anywhere!  Listed here are some of the honors received... 

Jeanne Cooper was named CT Athletic Director of the 
Year by CIAC 
Principal Karen Butler received Phi Delta Kappa’s 
Contributions to Education award 
First grade teacher Kristen Senise was named a finalist for 
the Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and 
Science Teaching 
Tina Bouchard and Amanda Forcucci were named 
Coaches of the Year by CIAC 
Central office staff received CABE Communication Awards 
for our District Calendar and our Accomplishments Flyer 
Hamden’s Teacher of the Year Tracy Stockwell was a 
finalist for Connecticut Teacher of the Year 

 New to      
 Hamden! 
● A full-day preschool 

program for four-
year old Hamden 
children was  
designed and  
approved, to open 
in September 2013. 

● HCLC moved to its 
own building, which 
will allow it to grow 
and increase  
services for students. 

Highlights of some of 
the wonderful things 

happening in  
   Hamden Public Schools! 

 Student Accolades! 
  Here are just a few of the many recognitions our students  
  received in 2012-13:  

19 HHS students won awards in the state DECA 
Competition, and John Cifarelli, Mark Morrissey and 
Jarrett Neckameyer were finalists in the International 
DECA Competition!   
HHS’s Dance Team can again call themselves 
CT State Champs! 
HHS’s Badminton Team won the 2012 CT State 
Championship! 
6 HMS students won awards at the CT Middle School 
State Science Fair!  Congratulations to Julian 
Driebeek, Rachel Baumann, Heather Tucker, 
Kayla Johnson, Ehran Hodes and   
Aakshi Agarwal! 
72 students graduated through Hamden Adult 
Education’s High School Completion Programs! 
6 Hamden Middle and two Hamden High 
students received awards in the Connecticut 
Science Fair! 
27 students received arts awards in the state’s 
Salute to Young Artists! 

Remember? (How could you forget!) 

Weather Wreaked Havoc  
On Our 2012-13 School Year! 
 

In the fall, we were pounded by Super-Storm Sandy. 
 

In the winter, Hamden received 40” of snow -   
the highest total snowfall in all of New England   
in the “Snowstorm of the Century!” 

Fran Rabinowitz,  

Superintendent of Schools 
 



Facilities Improvements 
● Landscaping and paving improvements 

at Shepherd Glen 

● High-efficiency LED lighting at HMS 

● New Varsity football lockers at HHS 

● New high-efficiency HVAC chiller at 
Helen Street 

Hamden is proud of it’s many efforts to optimize student  
learning experiences.  Highlighted here are just a few of the 
great things that occurred in Hamden Public Schools in the 
2012-13 school year! 
 
Curriculum   New curriculum, which includes the national  
Common Core State Standards, was completed and  
approved in the following areas:  preschool; elementary  
mathematics, health, science, visual arts and music; middle 
school mathematics; courses in Culinary Arts, Child Develop-
ment, Spanish II and III, Italian II and III, US History, Civics,  
Marketing and Guidance.  Professional development to  
implement these new curricula was provided to teachers. 
 
SRBI (Scientific Research Based Interventions)   SRBI is used for 
identifying and resolving student’s academic and/or behavioral 
difficulties through implementation of scientifically research-
based instructional practices that support the individual 
learner’s unique needs.  
 
RAISES (Rigorous Achievable Instructional Strategies for Every 
Student)  This HHS program seeks to identify non-traditional 
AP (Advanced Placement) students and encourage and  
support their enrollment in our most rigorous courses, so that 
they will be prepared to succeed in AP courses in the future.   

 2012-13 District Initiatives Data Teams  In each of our schools, data teams use student 
assessment data and relevant background information to in-
form decisions related to planning and implementing instruc-
tional strategies and programs to meet students’  
learning needs.  
 
Emotional Literacy  Implemented in grades K-8 this year, the 
program teaches students ways to improve their social interac-
tion skills and to positively manage their emotions. The program 
will expand into high school in 2013-14. 
 
Non-Fiction Writing  Research shows that no other subject  
affects student academic achievement as much as non-fiction 
writing, so it continues to receive emphasis in all of Hamden’s 
schools, across all grades and subject areas. 
 
SAILS (Students Achieving Individual Levels of Success)  
Now in grades 7 and 8, SAILS seeks to close the achievement 
gap through an intensive system of supports and accelerated 
curriculum, including preparatory summer school. 
 
Freshman Program  This program concentrates resources  
at the 9th grade level with the goal of providing a more person-
alized experience for first year high school students. (Freshman 
year is a pivotal one in the academic career of teens.)  Hamden 
High has made tremendous progress in helping students success-
fully transition from 8th to 9th grade..                        

Technology Advances 
We know technology can help prepare our students for 
successful futures and improve communication with our 
families.  Here are some of the improvements we have made 
in the past year to our technology: 
 

We’re now on Twitter!  Follow us!   @HamdenSchools 
 

Infrastructure improvements - upgraded internal 
connections and outbound Internet speeds 

 

Improved ratio of computers to students 
 

Added iPads for classroom use in several schools 
 

Increased the number of teachers who are integrating 
technology into their classes 

Competitive Grants 
Greg Colonese won a $10,000 CEA STEM Academy and  
Science Enrichment Grant 

 

The Community Foundation for Greater New Haven awarded  
a total of $225,500 in a three-year grant to support the  
Educational Care Collaborative 

 

The CT State Department of Education awarded a grant of 
$110,000 to initiate a new Family Resource Center at Ridge Hill 
School 

 

The America’s Promise Alliance and ING named Hamden as  
one of The 100 Best Communities for Young People.  The award  
included $2500 used to support the town’s summer camp  
scholarship fund 

Special Visitors! 
Hamden Schools welcomed many special guests this 
year, including: 

● Senator Chris Murphy, who spoke with HHS  
students about federal student loan programs 

● A delegation of administrators and education  
officials from China, who visited HMS  

● CT Superintendents, who spent a day observing 
teaching and learning at Church Street and offered 
their praise of the school’s excellent work 

● Holocaust survivor Anita Schorr, who shared her 
experiences with HMS students 

● Commissioner of Education Stefan Pryor, State Rep. 
Gary Holder-Winfield and State Senator Toni Harp, 
who visited Helen Street School to observe a new 
preschool class funded through a state grant 


