
Greetings from Hamden Middle School: 
  
I am amazed at how fast the year is going by!   
  
January can be tough with difficult weather but we’ve got some great events to brighten up 
the month leading off with the Winter Wonderland Dance on Friday January 10th (please let 
us know if you can chaperone!).  Also, as we near the mid-point of the year I encourage you 
to keep in contact your child’s teachers or team leader to discuss your child’s progress or 
address any questions or concerns that you have. 
  
In a prior message I mentioned the importance of students participating in clubs, sports, and 
activities.  School connection is the belief by students that adults in the school and the 
community care about their learning and about them as individuals and can go beyond 
extra-curricular activities to include the overall climate of the school.  Students are more 
likely to succeed when they feel connected to school.  According to Robert Blum of the Johns 
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health “strong scientific evidence demonstrates that 
increased student connection to school decreases absenteeism, fighting, bullying, and 
vandalism while promoting educational motivation, classroom engagement, academic 
performance, school attendance, and completion rates.” (2005)  As a school we have 
committed ourselves to increasing student connectedness as a goal.  As parents here’s how 
you can join us: 
  
Ten Strategies That Foster 
Connection to School* 
1. Be a model of respectful, cooperative, positive behavior in your everyday interactions. 
2. Participate in school events. 
3. Show interest. Be involved in your child’s academic activities. 
4. Maintain regular contact with your child’s teacher. 
5. Monitor you child’s homework completion and work with him or her on homework 
assignments that involve family participation. 
6. Be present when things go wrong. 
7. Meet your child’s friends, and their parents. 
8. Ask school leaders what you can do to support them. 
9. Volunteer at school. 
10. Nominate effective school leaders for local awards. 
  
* Based on material published by Kris Bosworth, PhD. Smith Initiatives for Prevention and 
Education, College of Education, The University of Arizona, and cited within “Improving the 
Odds: The untapped power of schools to improve the health of teens”, (Robert William Blum, 
Clea McNeely, and Peggy Mann Rinehart (2002) 
  
I am grateful for the opportunity to work with the parents and staff at HMS as well as the 
greater Hamden community to provide our students with the best possible educational 
opportunities.  As always, I welcome your involvement in our school and your ideas. Please 
feel free to call me at (203) 407-3140 or email me anytime at dlevy@hamden.org. 
  
Daniel M. Levy 
Principal 
Hamden Middle School	  


