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Don’t Forget! 
 

You must read at least two books, and at 
least one of those books must come from 
this list.   
 
Note-taking sheets are required for each 
book and will be collected upon your return 
to school.  You can find note-taking sheets 
in the following places: 
 

On the school and district website 
(www.hamden.org) 

 
In the Main Office at HHS 

 
At each branch of the public library 

 
In the mailing sent home in June with 
your report card 

Poetry Speaks: Who I Am edited by Elise 
Paschen  

 This collection is filled with more 
than 100 remarkable poems about 
you, who you are, and who you are 
becoming. Dive in and find the po-
em you love, the one that makes 
you laugh, the one that knocks the 
wind out of you.  Poetry is meant to 
be experienced, so the publisher has 
included a CD on which you can 
hear  the poems.  (poetry)  

 
It Gets Better: Coming Out, Overcoming  
Bullying, and Creating a Life Worth Living  
edited by Dan Savage and Terry Miller  

 Life can be difficult, and this is espe-
cially true for LGBT teens who often 
hide their sexuality for fear of being 
harassed or bullied.   This book is a 
collection of original essays and tes-
timonials by celebrities, political 
leaders and everyday people to 
show teens the happiness and satis-
faction that their lives can hold if 
they can just get through these chal-

lenging years.  (nonfiction)  ♪ e 

 
Life Is So Good by George Dawson and 
Richard Glaubman 

 The inspiring and remarkable 
George Dawson learned to read at 
the age of 98 and lived to be 103 
years old.  He believed that life is 
good and getting better.  He  pro-
vides a first-hand account  of the 
events of the 20th century and 
shares his philosophy for living life 

well.  (memoir) e 



The Requirement  

The Purpose Journeys Biographies 

The Hamden High School summer reading 
program is designed with two objectives in 
mind: to promote the enjoyment of read-
ing and to support connections to the high 
school curriculum. To that end, students 
are required to read two books during the 
summer.   
 
One book must be chosen from the list of 
books provided here. This list includes a 
variety of fiction and non-fiction choices 
designed to appeal to a wide variety of 
reading tastes.  The second book is a free 
choice book and may or may not be cho-
sen from this list.  The only restriction on 
the second book is that it not be part of 
the any previous years’ curriculum.  Please 
note, some AP courses require additional 
reading and/or assignments. 

Read two books. 
Take notes on each book using the 
required note-taking sheets—note 
sheets will be collected and will count 
toward credit given for summer read-
ing. 
Be prepared to write an essay during 
the first week of school using the note
-taking sheets. 

   
Students who have not read at least one 
title from the list will not be given credit 
for the assignment.   

The Autobiography of Malcolm X by  
Malcolm X and Alex Haley 

 Malcolm X, the Black Muslim leader, 
firebrand, and anti-integrationist, tells 
his life story to veteran writer and 
journalist Alex Haley.  Malcolm X was 
always transforming himself, whether 
on his pilgrimage to Mecca or in the 
streets of Harlem.  “It is only after the 
deepest darkness that the greatest joy 
can come; it is only after slavery and 
prison that the sweetest appreciation 
of freedom can come,” he said.   
(memoir)                                                

 
Glass Castle: A Memoir by Jeannette Walls 

 The author recalls her life growing up 
in a dysfunctional, yet charismatic fam-
ily with an alcoholic father and distant 
mother and describes how she and her 
siblings had to fend for themselves. 
What shines through in this beautifully 
written family memoir is Walls's love 
for her deeply flawed parents and her 
recollection of occasionally wonderful 
times.   (memoir) ♪  

 
A Hope in the Unseen by Ron Suskind 

 Cedric Jennings is an honor student at 
Ballou High School in one of Washing-
ton D.C.’s most dangerous neighbor-
hoods. Cedric eats lunch in a classroom 
most days, plowing through the extra 
work he has asked for, knowing that 
he’s really competing with kids from 
other, harder schools.  His dream is 
realized when he is accepted into 
Brown University.   This is the inspiring 
story of Jennings’  struggle to succeed 
in a world  where the odds are stacked 

against him.  (memoir) e 

Paper Towns  by John Green 

 Those who enjoyed The Fault in Our 
Stars should check out John Green’s Pa-
per Towns.  One month before graduat-
ing from his central Florida high school, 
Quentin "Q" Jacobsen basks in the pre-
dictable boringness of his life until the 
beautiful and exciting Margo Roth Spie-
gelman, Q's neighbor and classmate, 
takes him on a midnight adventure and 
then mysteriously disappears.  (fiction) ♪ 

e 

 
A Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by  Douglas 
Adams 

 Seconds before the Earth is  demolished 
to make way for a galactic freeway, Ar-
thur Dent is saved by his friend, Ford 
Prefect.  Assisted by quotations from the 
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy,  this 
dynamic duo begins their journey that is 
filled with hilarious adventures.   (fiction) 

♪ e 

 
 
Room: A Novel by Emma Donoghue 

 To five-year-old Jack, Room is the entire 
world. It's where he lives with his Ma as 
they learn and read and eat and sleep 
and play. Room is home to Jack, but to 
Ma, it is the prison where Old Nick has 
held her captive for seven years.  Ma 
devises a bold escape plan, one that re-
lies on her young son's bravery and a lot 
of luck. What she does not realize is just 
how unprepared she is for the plan to 
actually work.   With determination and 
love, they journey from one world into 

another.   (fiction)  e 

♪ Available in Audio format   |   e  Available as an eBook 


